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option(3tk) TkBuilt-In Commands option(3tk)

NAME
option — Add/retrige window options to/from the option database

SYNOPSIS
option add pattern value?priority ?
option clear
option getwindow name class
option readfile fileName?priority ?

DESCRIPTION
The option command allws you to add entries to the Tk option database or towvetgations from
the databaseThe add form of the command adds ameption to the databaseRattern contains the
option being specified, and consists of names and/or classes separated by asterisks or dots, in the usual
X format. Value contains a text string to associate wothtterny this is the value that will be returned
in calls toTk_GetOption or by invocations of theption getcommand. Ifpriority is specified, it indi-
cates the priority kel for this option (see bealofor legd values); itdefaults tointeractive. This com-
mand alvays returns an empty string.

The option clear command clears the option databasdefault options (from the
RESOURCE_MANAGER property or the Xdefaults file) will be reloaded automatically the xie
time an option is added to the database or vechérom it. This command walays returns an empty
string.

Theoption getcommand returns the value of the option specifiedvfodowundernameandclass If
several entries in the option database mateindow, name and class then the command returns
whichever was created with higheptiority level. If there are seral matching entries at the same pri-
ority level, then it returns whicher entry was most recently entered into the option database. If there
are no matching entries, then the empty string is returned.

The readfile form of the command readi#eName which should hee te standard format for an X
resource database such.ddefaults, and adds all the options specified in that file to the option data-
base. Ifpriority is specified, it indicates the priorityvig at which to enter the optionspriority
defaults tanteractive.

The priority aguments to the@ption command are normally specified symbolically using one of the
following values:

widgetDefault
Level 20. Usedfor default values hard-coded into widgets.

startupFile
Level 40. Usedfor options specified in application-specific startup files.

userDefault
Level 60. Usedfor options specified in user-specific delts files, such asxXdefaults,
resource databases loaded into the X seoveser-specific startup files.

interactive
Level 80. Usedfor options specified interagdly after the application starts runnintf. prior-
ity is not specified, it defaults to this/éb

Any of the abee keywords may be abbviated. Inaddition, priorities may be specified numerically
using integers between 0 and 100, inclesiThe numeric form is probably a bad idea except for ne
priority levels other than the onesvegh above.

EXAMPLES
Instruct &ery button in the application to & red text on it unless explicitiyerridden:
option add *button.foreground red startupFile

Allow users to control what happens in an entry widget when the Retyria gressed by specifying a
script in the option database and add a default option for that which rings the bell:

entry .e

bind .e <Return>dption get.e returnCommand Command]
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option add *.e.returnCommand bell widgetDefault
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